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THE EPISTLE GENERAL OF JAMES, CHAP. 111. VER. 16. 


FOR WHERE ENVYING AND STRIFE Is, THERE IS CON- 
FUSION AND EVERY EVIL WORK, 


Tar whole life of Man is but one continued ſtruggle 
between Reaſon and Paſſion; how ſerious in its conſequences, 
and of how much importance to him, will appear in this, 
that his happineſs, under every poſſible variety of his cha- 
rafter, depends totally upon the iſſue of this encounter. 


Where Reaſon prevails, there is Love, Joy, Peace.“ When 


Reaſon is diſpoſſeſſed by the Paſſions — or where Envying 
and, its ſure concomitant, Strife is, there is Confuſion ;*? 
which, from its ſphere of influence, receives its character, 
of private or public, civil or religious, 
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What the particular degrees of wretchedneſs were, that 
diſtinguiſhed the early ſtate of Anarchy and unſocial life, 
when the paſſions were lawleſs and extravagant, and man's 
beſt ſecurity againſt the brutal violence, the acts of oppreſ- 
fion, the hourly perils that threatened. him, was the ſecurity 
that he found in being ſtill more ſavage than his invader — 
is an enquiry that would ſhock humanity. Suffice it to ſay, 
that the bleſſings of Society ſprung out of this confuſion, a 
ſtate, wherein the mutual intercourſe of man with man, called 
together by their common wants, the friendly collifion of 
the ſocial paſſions, promiſed to ſtrike out all that was good, 
and all that was benevolent in his nature; and the powers 
of human Government, armed with its ſeveral inſtruments 


of coercion, were appointed to repreſs what was evil in 
It, 


„ hitherto, the ancient root of bitterneſs was ſtill left 
ſpringing at the heart, 


The ſame cauſe, which manifeſtly had given birth to the 
ſocial ſtate, was at hand to be productive of its deſtruction! 
The growing wants, the claſhing intereſts of mankind, . 
which had their riſe from the irregular luſtings of the heart, 
without ſome controuling principle, would ſoon have re- 
kindled into contentions ; and run the world back into its 
native ſtate of Anarchy. Indeed, the natural ties of duty and 

benevolence — or — the moſt perfect © Lay in the mind Mw 
| would 
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would have had as little ſucceſs in warring with this “ Law 
of {in in our members;” as the natural powers of Govern- 


ment, in counteracting che“ Evil Works” that followed 
it. 


Some higher obligations, in ſhort, RLIG ION, a poſitive 
Religion, was wanting; to give weight and authority, by 
giving proper ſanctions, to Both. How, or in what manner 
men, in earlier periods of the world, carried on the purpoſes 
of Government—the purpoſes of Society — upon the ſtrength 
of religious principles purely fictitious and imaginary, con- 


cerns us little to enquire ; fo that they did it by religious 
principles at all. 


That falſe religions however, in ſome periods, have had 
this influence, is a fact as inconteſtible, as that poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, and poſitive graces from God Almighty, at other 
times have loſt it. And it may be matter of much inſtruc- 
tion to all, of grief and ſhame perhaps to ſome, of the more 
humanized ages, that have ſucceeded, on one fide to reflect 
how far a fixed and awakened ſenſe of religion — how far 
any principles, ſteadily purſued, will carry us; and—to ſee 


on the other — how that, by a gradual inattention to reli- 


gion, or a groſs contempt of it, it may be poſſible to loſe the 
influence even of the beſt, 
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As this ſeems to be a leading reflection, ſuggeſted by this 


day's ſolemnity; as, under this awful perſuaſion, we now, in 
our political capacity, are here aſſembled together: let us ſee, 
ſince Religion is the ſtrength of Government, how worthy 
of all honour, on this account ; how worthy of every degree 
of attention, from a people, and the Rulers of a people, is 
the genuine ſpirit of the Chriſtian, 


This religion, riſing upon the ruins of other religions, long 
ago ſunk, together with the narrow policies they ſupported, 
enlarges the common ſecurity, the common happineſs of all 
the ſons of men; preaching peace unto all; knitting toge- 
ther, for this purpoſe, the ſeveral members of this wide- 
extended body, by Love; the ſpirit, that animates, that har- 
monizes, by working through,” the whole. 


As the Chriſtian religion is the friend to man in general, 
it is the friend to him, under his nobleſt character, as ſocial 
and civil—the friend of Government; eſtabliſhing this or- 
« dinance of man” as the ordinance of God, and making the 
various reciprocations of duty, in this ſtate, operate upon the 
heart—not as ſo many arbitrary impoſitions of human Laws 
. —but, with the ſtrength of Duties, that have their true foun- 
dation in the divine, 


As Chriſtianity advances this heavenly ſtate of order, 
union and peace among men, as it backs the powers and 
purpoſes 
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purpoſes of civil government — by calling up every ſocial 
virtue to warm, by ſupplying every powerful ſanction to 
move the heart, even of a whole people, as the “ heart of 
« one man,” to ſupport it — ſo - doth it ſecure the health of 
the common body by a ſervice not leſs eſſential to it; by 


ſubduing the peccant humours within it; by removing 


the grounds of contention and difference ; by reſtraining the 
turbulent paſſions; indeed, by eradicating the ſeeds of wrath 
and envy ; which, not only prey upon the vitals of private 


happineſs, but “eat, even as doth a canker,” the heart of 
civil conſtitutions. 


For it is to be lamented, as part of the imperfection of our 
preſent ſtate, that there is in the conſtitution of man— what 
all human conſtitutions of government upon earth have found 
themſelves very hard matched to ſudue—namely, a Luſt of 
being ſuperior to wholeſome reſtraint: a temper—alike ſub- 
verſive of the grand object of government, the Happineſs of 
the whole; whether it ſhews itſelf on one ſide in unconſtitu- 
tional exertions of Power, or on the other in lawleſs Liberty 
—an impatience of government, full as unconſtitutional. 


The hiſtory of the world will tell us, under how many 
terrifying ſhapes of wickedneſs, diſtraction, and wretched- 
neſs, this temper has at ſundry times appeared. — Our imagi- 
nation may help us in marking out the character which is 
natural to it. | 
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The natural temper of Power, unchecked by principle, is 
the natural temper of the paſſions; violent, reſtleſs, and 
prompt to extend dominion. T he natural ſpirit of Liberty, 
for the ſame reaſons, is ever given to exceed, and to grow ex- 
orbitant, Accordingly, juſt as often as both the one and the other 
have been circumſtanced to take advantage of their reſpective 
forms of government, or occaſions ſtill more caſual, to puſh 
their claim for dominion; ſo often, have either the unbridled: 
encroachments of power uſurped upon all the natural and 
conſtitutional rights of mankind, introduced confuſion, and 
deſtroyed every honeſt purpoſe of government; or, the ex- 
travagant enlargement of liberty, laying waſte the ſacred 
fences of lawful and rational controul, its beſt, its natural 
ſecurity, have had the ſame fatal influence upon the intereſt 


of the world, and upon itſelf, by introducing the ſame fatal 
confuſions. Indeed, in forms of government the moſt per- 


fect, the caſes have been common, where the too zealous 
defenders of Prerogative, and the warm guardians of Liberty, 
have happened to ſtand as far wide of the common cauſe they 
were jointly engaged. to ſupport, namely, the peace and 


well-being of ſociety, as they were of a good underſtanding 
between themſelves. 


Now the Goſpel Spirit keeps up a proper temperament 
throughout the civil body, conducive to the health of the 
ſeveral parts of it, 
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The ſame authority, the Goſpel of Chriſt, which, in the 
ſtrongeſt and plaineſt terms, puts us under the juriſdiction 
of the civil magiſtrate, in terms full as plain, teaches Him the 
proper limits of his juriſdiction; calling him, * the Miniſter 
* for Good” - precludes thus all occaſions of contention be- 
tween the Powers and the Subjects of goverment, about the 
conſtitutional authority of the Ruler; a point, which, very 
fatally to the happineſs of both, has been ſometimes decided 
by the Sword—and, with the like favourable aſpect to the 
peace of ſociety, fixes beyond a doubt (what ſeems often as 
little underſtood by the advocates of Liberty) that the moſt 
perfect freedom is conſiſtent with Limitations—that *Rulers, 
or lawful Authority, are not a terror,” but a common means 
of ſecurity to, the common Guardians of, Civil, that is, of ra- 
tional, Liberty : — that therefore to be ſubject to theſe means, 
as the dutiful ſervants of government; and of conſequence to 
reſiſt them not, but upon principles of Freedom, equally be- 


coming us as © ſervants of God,” as well as ſervants of ſo- 
ciety, is to be free indeed. 


Not that Chriſt has ſettled the preciſe meaſures or extent 


of Submiſſion, any more than he has the preciſe object of 
civil Obedience, 


To have preſcribed forms to earthly Governments would 
not only have been little in the ſtyle and true character of 
Him, who profeſſed to have no deſigns upon theſe, but what 

| were 
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were truly ſpiritual — Whoſe kingdom was not of this 
« world” — but would have actually unhinged the peaceable 
ſettlement of governments — of the civil powers that then 
were would have been effectually ſending round the ſeveral 


kingdoms of the habitable world — not “ Peace, but a 
„Sword.“ 


As little was it in the nature and deſign of a religion for 
the <vbole world, to become minutely a“ Judge and Divider“ 
between the intricate claims of conſtitutional Power and con- 
ſtitutional Right, in the ſeveral ſtates of it. 


But when the different conſtitutions of the earth had 
reſpeCtively ſettled mens lawful claims upon government j; 
when the /aws of particular countries had determined what 
were illegal acts of power, the Goſpel ſeaſonably ſteps in 
to determine the proper meaſures of Reſiſtance: — a reſiſt- 
ance, to be conducted, not as the paſſions of men have at 
times conducted it, by that violence of temper by that 
madneſs of ſtrife, that quickly loſes ſight of the lawful ends 
of reſiſtance, and never fails to run wide of the proper means 
of it— by thoſe unhappy methods of reclaiming the abuſes - 
of Regal Authority, which have, in ſome periods, been applied 
to no better a purpoſe than to ſtrengthen them; giving 
birth, at the ſame time, to ſuch ſavage abuſes of liberty as 
have overthrown government; — but, by that ſober and 


compoſed frame of mind — that equal temper (to fleſh and 
blood, - 
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blood, to human paſſions, difficult to hit) which lets us 
keep ſight of, in the ſame inſtant, the merits of Conten— 
tion; and weigh ſoberly the meaſures of Reſiſtance, A tem- 
per — which, though at variance with Slavery, is not leſs at 
variance with the fierce feuds and contentions, which have 
often rent in ſunder the beſt-compaCted ſyſtems of civil 
governinent — is at variance with the violent paſſions of 
men; which have, under the colour of making them free, 
run whole ſocieties headlong into ſervitude, 


How neceſſary this genuine temper of the Goſpel — this 
pure, this peaceable ſpirit of Chriſtianity 1s, to preſide, like 
the ruling Genius, over free States; which allow the paſſions 
of men a wide latitude, and where, either from Power or 
from Liberty, not under this influence, © offences muſt 
* needs come,” all know, who know the neceſſity of keep- 
ing the jarring elements of ſuch ſtates together. 


Well had it been for the intereſts of this Country, if the 
ſame ſpirit of moderation had ruled the counſels, or qualified 
the conteſts, of King and People in former times; thoſe 
unhappy times of diviſion and violence, which the preſent 
ſolemnity calls upon us to lament ; when a far worſe ſpirit 
had got poſſeſſion of the hearts of Both — when new, and 
perhaps illegal, claims of Prerogative, and an unconſtitutional 
exerciſe of kingly power, ſtained the glory of our laws and 
government, not leſs than thoſe ferocious and unconſtitu- 
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tutional meaſures of redreſs tarniſned the merits of that 
Liberty that oppoſed them when both offered like violence 
to the genius of the conſtitution = mediately or immediately 
contributed to blow thoſe flames of difſention, which, without 
diſtinction, levelled the cottages of the poor, and the lofty 
palace of the Prince; and left civil diſcord in full poſſeſſion 
of the miſerable ruins of a kingdom ; which, like a fiend 
truly infernal, ſtalked over the land, rejoicing in the © ſparks 
it had kindled.“ 


If an unhappy Prince attempted what was unnatural to 
the temper of the conſtitution, and the liberties of a free 
people, many circumſtances of his ſituation conſpire to be- 
ſpeak our pity for him: led to this fatal exertion of power, 
by early prepoſſeſſions in favour of it; encouraged by the 
vague exerciſe of Prerogative in former reigns; and fixed in 
theſe prejudices by the obſequious compliance of thoſe, who 
were the laſt people to give the principles themſelves, or the 
weaſures that followed them, eſtabliſhment ; being the ſworn 
Expounders, either of the true ſpirit of the Laws, or the 
true ſenſe of the Scriptures; and yet moſt unnaturally proſtituted 
Both, to give a ſanction to Oppreſſion. In ſhort, if illegal 
were the meaſures of the Prince, full as intemperate was 
the ſpirit of Reſiſtance in the People; a Spirit, not intent upon 
thoſe healing meaſures of reſiſtance, which a better —a more 
Chriſtian ſpirit, would have taught them; not qualified with 
expedients, tenderly to relieve the prejudices of the king ; 

which 
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which there was good reaſon to think, from the private 
virtues of the man, were not invincible ; but a ſpirit of into. 

lerance, of envy, ſtrife, and animoſity, which encreaſed the 

violence on either fide, and ended in confuſion to both. 


And no wonder, when even Religion, (the earthly ſenſual 
Religion of the times), adapting itſelf to the principles of 
Prince and People, inſtead of allaying their heats, * forgot 
« its quenching nature,” and added fire to the contentions 
on either ſide, and freſh ſtrength to faction, by flattering the 
pride of Power on the one hand, or colouring over the evils 
of licentious Liberty on the other; and by ſetting aſide all the 
civil diſtinctions of Magiſtracy as inconſiſtent with the Goſpel. 
Inflamed by theſe principles, men plunged into the laſt extra- 
vagances of Rebellion; wherein every ſpecies of civil intem- 
perance was followed by ſuch an inſolent and barbarous 
triumph of liberty over Sovereign Power, ſo qualified by 
forms of law, and fo palliated by appearances of religion, 
with ſo little of the real power of either, as turned our 
Country itſelf, and theſe glorious Diſtinctions of our Country, 
into a © proverb of reproach, a bye word among the 


4 nations” as a Country where Liberty, where even Laws 
were ſavage, where Religion ſanguinary. 


Few of the real friends to liberty were perhaps chargeable 
ai firſt with theſe diſtractions. They contended only for 
Redreſs. But there were men of a different temper —who 
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without any honeſt principle engaged in, and enflamed theſe 
civil commotions ; who ſpirited, who in turn headed theſe 
oppoſitions, with baſer views. The meaſures of Reſiſtance 
hence became fierce and implacable ; and each party, inſtead 
of regulating cooly the claims of the other, contended now 
with that violence of paſſion, which thought of nothing but 
defeating them. | 


But, let us here drop a veil over what then paſſed at thoſe 
Altars of Liberty ; nor ſtand to ſee the laſt agonies of Liberty 
itſelf expiring under its own violence; much leſs to behold, 
in the ſequel, a fine Conſtitution, with the ſeveral monuments 
of its ancient dignity, its ancient happineſs, all reverſed, and 
miſerably ſunk into ruin, under theſe wild attempts to fave it; 
when Anarchy and Confuſion, the ſure ends of Strife, worked 
their full, their natural effects upon our Country, 


Enough has been ſaid, without enlarging upon theſe melan- 
choly topics, to remind us of the neceſſity of Selt-govern- 
ment, to the well-being and ſecurity of a people. Indeed, to 
teach us the neceſſity there is for Religion, which influences 
the hearts of the ſeveral members of a ſtate, to come in ſup- 
port of that ſyſtem of human laws, whatever it be, which 
barely reaches their Perſons, ſince, without it, as we ourſelves 
have experienced, there will be little ſecurity even in the 
belt, 22 5 TE 
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Now, it is the peculiar bleſſing of the times we live in, to 
ſee not even the moſt remote tendency to thoſe troubles, 
which diſtracted former times; in the meaſures or the temper 
of the Prince who is ſo happily ſet over us; and from whoſe 
innate goodneſs, approved conduct, and ſtrict regard to the 


laws and conſtitution of our Country, we have the greateſt 
ſecurity for our Liberties, 


But there is another peculiarity in our times, not leſs fa- 
vourable to the Peace of Government. 


It was not altogether owing to the heat and violence of the 
times of confuſion we this day lament, that men kept no 
medium between the oppoſite extreams of Obedience and Re- 
bellion ; but, to the caſes of obedience being ſo unſettled, 
that a cooler ſenſe of duty would have been often puzzled 
to diſtinguiſh where the juſt exceptions to it began. But 
now, the Limits of Power, and the Rights of the Subject, have 
been long ſo happily ſettled, ſo deciſively, as to leave with- 
out excuſc, either the Sovereign, who contends for a latitude 
of Power, to the prejudice of legal Liberty; or the Subject, 
who relaxes the terms of Obedience, to the diſturbance of 
Government. | 


The dangers which threaten our times, are but too juſtly 
grounded in this laſt ſpectes of Diſorder, Abuſe of Liberty. 
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The factions which ſplit us into parties - which delay, di- 
vide our counſels — which not unfrequently diſappoint their 
good effects, in the critical exertion of the Powers of Govern- 
ment: The querulouſneſs of temper, ſo common among us, 
under any real or any ſuppoſed errors of adminiſtration ; but 
above all, that impatience of controul, that inſolence of liberty, 
which ſhews itſelf dreadfully in popular tumults, in defiance 
of all laws, and all wholeſome authority ; diſcovers a ſpirit, 
that, under various ſhapes, and by ſeveral approaches, tends 
to unhinge the order and the peace of government; and ulti- 
mately to diſſolve the happineſs of ſociety.— A ſpirit, which 
has its riſe from ſome of the worſt of the human paſſions; 
and calls for the ſerious attention of all, who wiſh well to 
the eſtabliſnment of their Country, to conquer and ſubdue 
— calls, in ſhort, for an attention to Religion, which can only 
ce ſtill this madneſs of the people;” and bid it effectually . be 
« at peace.” 


May then Religion — may the divine principles of Chriſti- 
anity, aſſiduouſly cultivated, correct theſe diſorders of our 
State. And under this Influence, may “ brotherly * kindneſs 


« and charity, devotion and piety, concord and unity, with all 
<« other virtues, ſo flouriſh among us, that they may be the 


« ſtability of our times, and make this Church a praiſe in 
„the earth.“ 


#* Second Collect in the fifth of November ſervice. 


"FHF END. 


